The space city, on the other hand, is an agglomeration of various spatia}
structures in pursuance of development; the ductus of the structure steers the
unavoidable proliferation into ordered channels; freedom Hes in the infinite
possibilities of combination.

When the details are suitably designed, co-ordination of measurement per.
mits the mutual interchange of all parts. This makes possible solution of the
basic dilermma between the dynamic of urban life and the static of the buijle
structure. Electronic calculating centres will examine the static and organiza-
tional conditions cailing for change: automatic factories wiil produce the
material substance of the city. -

Multi-storey inhabited spatial carrying structures will bridge over great
spans by their static height. In the centres of density the city will rise up from
the ground, leaving the latter to mechanical transport, The possibility of greater
density, building over traffic areas and watercourses, keeping whole stretches
free for flowing or stationary traffic, the strict segregation of types of trafic,
make possible solution of the problems of circulation in centres of traffic
concentration. The smallest possibie number of obstacles stand in the way of
trafficand its unforeseeable development, therebyavoiding from the outset the
majority of the problems we face today. On the other hand, the space city

creates a continuous, three-dimensional pubkic space which was lost when the
maotor-car perverted streets and squares into motorways and parking lots,

A three-dimensional system of co-ordinates identical with a spatial grid
will facilitate organization and orientation in the space city, yet the multi-
plicity of the possible material forms it can take leaves room for individuality
and anarchy. Thanks to the ordering of space, the architectural substance is
adaptable to every topographical datum, absorbing, altering, levelling, or
ratsing it,

The space cily accompanies the profile of the landscape as a erystalline
layer; it is itseif a landscape, comparable to geological formations with peaks
and valleys, ravines and plateaux, comparable to the leafy area of the forest
with its branches. To regenerate existing cities, structures will stretch above
their degenerate sections and cause them to fall into disuse.

Consistency of these ideas demands that property or exploitation rights
shall no longer — in pursuance of the agricultural tradition — be related to the
surface area {as the medium of agricultural production) but to utilizable space.
The compact city offers possibilities of an improved heating economy, a self-
air-conditioning; in the future it will even permit a controlled internal climate
of the city, which could radically reduce the cost of insulating the individual
building. The space city is the structural, systematized, prefabricated, growing

or shrinking, adaptable, air-conditioned, multi-purpose space labyrinth that
can be fitted together or taken apart at will.
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1960 Constant:
New Babylon (excerpt)

IJp to 1953, Constant (Nieuwenhiays) (b. 192G in Amsterdarn} was a pairter. At
this iuncture, he states: ‘The picture of the world changed; mechaf-.fz_gdl |
teu:hpnoi.d environments emerged. But ‘th,e artist stood as|f§ Lhwas G[:Ec”-ﬁ ¥ |
incapable of participating in the process. Con?stant roamed £ rgug f ::Z?Em
Londen, cbserved each city and its cc’nlstructmn. H_e Ir‘.ecogmze fagrg‘ho% " sior

istic medium, "Temain fa podsie logera favie a5 he_nce oerth his n:eme.
TE Tg ‘a;{; met Asger Jern and Debord and developeq with therm the ﬁrstf:uans
Fgr 'Jnit;r}:tcwn planriing'. But their standpaints quickly diverged. Constant
began his story of MNew Sabylon,

Individualist culture is at an end, its institutions arefexhausted. Th;f pres;n;
i he way for a future mass culture. Fo
f the artist can only be to prepare the :
:?iﬁec:e is still to be any talk of cuiture it will have to carry ;'11‘ ?as; SOF]cEy’fat%{é
ithin mechanization. The shaping o
the means can be sought only w_lthtn m zati : :
E::;leriai environment and the liberation and Orlg\,f[m];?no ; c}}f e;er)rda_yﬂltl a‘:rzz
i lturat forms. My New Babyion profe
the points of departure for new cultur ; y Byio 1 arose
i i these ideas. It is the experime
an illustrative sketch and elaboration o s. [
:f?augfzf and play model for the establishment of principles for a new and
ifferent culture. ) ) o
dﬂifgcfv Babylen is not primarily a town planning project. Equall;r, 1; is n};){
intended as a work of art in the traditional sense nor as an ¢xampic of archi
i cture.
t&i?el:chS;rt:lylon in its present form may be construed as a pr{)p!osal,. as z;g
: i i f unitary town planning,

o give materizl shape to the'theor}r o ' ;
?!:;l;ltﬁnta cgreative game with an imaginary environment that is set in place
of the inadequate, unsatisfying environment qfcontenllporar?r hf% bvon is &

The modern city is dead; it has fallen victim to u}tlht}r. I\v:“-e.!t E ylo ﬁi— :
ichit i i i i o be creative,
j ity i hit is possible to live. And to live means t i
P oniion !l’lWth j f creativity; it reckons with the activa-
New Babylon is the object of a mass ; ; ons. the activa-
[ iy tential which, now unused, 1s pre
tion of the enormous creative po ! : preseat in the
i i n-creative work as ther
. It reckons with the disappearance ol no _
Lnfa:.fliimation; it reckons with the transformation of morality and thought,
i ns with a new social organization. - )
* gfl};?t also reckons with facts fike the rapid spr;zag of ;lha1 W gggeﬁoggéa:ﬁ gi
ivation of the whole :

tual erowth of traffic, the cultiva _ -

gi‘?)f:ﬁ;iiﬂn 'gI'hus the project takes account of the pu{i;&i}; fu:;&lgﬁaeifr;ﬂ}e
: i d housing and striv xtre
f current town planning, traffic an : :
Esf:u]:l[:lstiins But its main theme is a new regard f"::ur sa_crallspace. Itis theorta_l;d{:;lﬁ
for a new creativity that is to manifest‘itse!ﬁn daily life, by mqiﬂsa nais
tinually varied arrangement of the environment, in harmonytw; h oy
way of life, In a technical respect, itis a-s1mp1e, ‘thoroufghly st hr:cround ame-
work, a scaffolding set on pillars and raised up in tofo from the g .
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the ground is Ieft at the free disposal of traffic,

Divis‘ion of the scaffolding into smaller units {sectors), each 5 to 10 hectare
!iargde, gives rf:ie to a complicated, netlike pattern interspersed by remnants 015r
tig t;s:l:?ifi ;r; reiz:xsscrossed by a traffic grid, which can run independently of

',O“ the ;aise_d platform, dwelling and social space form a vast coherent
edifice which, in alf its several storeys, is artificially air-conditioned and it
The upper terrace, the “roof’, can include sports arcas and airports. .
~ Apart from dwel%mg quarters, the interior of these sectional buildings con-
sists of a large public space serving the purposes of social life. It is'divided u
by means of movable walls and constructional parts into variable voiumeg
that can be I]_n!'cad by a play of stairs, platforms and corridors. This gives rig
to a muitiplicity of different ambiences that can be altered at any iverﬁ:
moment. The character can be influenced and determined by an abufdant
mampuIatmn qf colour, sound, lght, climate, by the use of the most varied
kinds of telchmcal apparatus, and by psychological procedures. The shapin
of the interior at any given moment, the interplay of the various environmi;nti
t{tkes p:]ace in harmeny with the experimental life-play of the inhabitants. The
c;té brings abon:it a ?ynam;caily active, creative unfolding of life. -

ne can wander or prolonged periods through the interconne
entering into the adventure afforded by this unl%mited lahyrintllll.?;‘:li SeTpt?;sss,
trafﬁ_c on the ground and the helicopters over the terraces cover great distan
making poss_iblf: 4 spontaneous change of location, >

The function of dwelling is adapted to this adventurous and dynamic life
Tt can scarcely be planned any longer to cater for permanent dwelling Thﬁ;
dwelling spaces, as parts of the rest of the interior space above which tho?: are
scattered, are best regarded as a kind of residential hotel in a nﬂn—commi:Efr ial
ser;se, ifavouri{ag frequent change of domicile. o

uch & project is dependent upon sociologi i fenti
tecj:;nolcégica!, organizagonai, and};rtis!ic fgcﬁfi’ peychological, scientiic,

Already at this Utopian stage i i ;
Mhiinr ot ;'nescapapble mnsiz; ;:lc-}iiectwc collaboration of the most varied

But New Babylon will first be realized by its inhabitants.
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1961 R, Buckminster Fuller:
The architect as world planner {excerpt)

On the cecasion of the congress of the International Unien of Architectsin
L.endon in 1961 Richard Buckminster Fulier spoke on the task of the architect
in the present world situation. As thirty years befere, Fuller developeda
planning programme that was to span the entire world. He projected the idea
of aworld in which the means of existence had been made completely available
to mankind, The architect, he said, must become a world planner whe has
arrived at a fixed hierarchy of processes in the weorld and on the basis of this
hierarchy practises world town planning with all the scientific aids at his

gisposal.

... I propose that the architectural departments of all the universities around
the world be encouraged by the Uia to invest the next fen years in a continuing
problem of how to make the total world's resources serve 1007 of humanity
through competent design.

The general theory of education at present starts students off with element-
ary components and gradually increases the size of the complex of compon-
ents with which the student will be concerned, The scheme is to go from the
particular towards the whole but seems never fo reach the whole. In many of
the architectural schools the first-year student is given a problem in terms of a
couniry town and has to plan and design the buildings for that country town.
The next year he must do a larger town, a small industrial town. In the third
year he is engaged in a large industrial city, and in his fourth year he is en-
gaged with larger cities, such as Londen or New York. Theschools never reach
out to nationzl, let alone world problems, Local town planning is almost
everywhere invalidated by the sweep of world events. The automobile high-
way cloverleafl programmes are inadequate to the concept of total man being
advantaged with his own vehicle; parking problems continually frustrate and
negate the too-local horizon of town planning.

The first year’s total world planning by the students and its designed
implementation may be expected to disclose great amateurishness and in-
adequacies, but not only will the criticism come from the architectural pro-
fession, it will also be evoked from the politicos, from the economists, the
industrialists, excited by its treading on their doorsteps, out of which criticism
the next year’s round of world designing by the students may be greatly
advantaged. The second, third, and fourth years should show swift accelera-
tion in the comprehension of the problem and the degree of satisfaction of
the problem.

The world planning by the students must be predicated upon the concept of
first things first, upon a scheduled hierarchy of events.

The comprehensive world resources data now exist in a number of estab-
Jishments, but is primarily available to all the universities of the world through
UNESCO, What UNESCO does not have, it is in a good position to direct the
researcher to successfully acquire.

E79




